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Biscayne National Monument 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing Bill 
To Establish the National Monument. 
October 18, 1968 


Congressman Fascell, Mr. Mayor, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

If I had announced that the Government was going to 
steal some land this afternoon from the American people, 
I imagine it would have stirred some attention and cap- 
tured some headlines. 

But with the bill that we are signing today, recently 
passed by the Congress, we are going to do just the 
reverse—we are giving some land back to the people. And 
that ought to make a headline. We are continuing the 
work that we began so proudly 5 years ago. During these 
5 years, we have been setting aside the beauty of Amer- 
ica—more than 15 million acres of it, doing it in every 
part of the United States. We have preserved that splendor 
for the enjoyment of all of our citizens, and of all the 
generations that are yet to come. 

Nothing that has been accomplished in all of these 
5 years gives me or Mrs. Johnson a greater sense of reward 
than this work. We met with Secretary Udall last night 
for a long time and members of my staff heard him review 
his 5 years’ stewardship in this administration. He re- 
counted that there had been sent to the White House for 
the President’s signature more than 300 measures. And 
that would have staggered the imagination of conserva- 
tionists, even like Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, a generation ago. 

You don’t see all of these things in your television or 
your daily activities report. You rarely read about them. 
They are quiet and they are unspectacular developments. 
But some of you people who have done so much for con- 
servation who have come here from Florida and other 
places today, I think will be interested in them. I visited 
part of this area a few years ago as a Member of the Senate. 
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I enjoyed its beauty and its serenity, and it is a great 
delight to me. But it was a private area—the property of 
a few men. Now it is going to belong to everybody. 

I want to give you a few other examples of what has 
happened and what can happen. In 1964, the year after 
I came into office, we had 176 national park areas in our 
inventory. We had spent 188 years collecting these 176 
parks—not quite one a year. Some Presidents didn’t add 
any. In the last 5 years alone, we have added 44 to those 
176—45 today when we sign this one. That is a 20 percent 
increase. There are now 120 splendid stretches of Amer- 
ica, all across this country, where the birds and the beasts 
of the continent can live as they did before man set his 
eyes upon them. And of those 120 wildlife refuges, 39 of 
them have been born since 1964—39 of 120, 45 of 176. 
We have this year earmarked $1 billion over the next 5 
years to continue the momentum of the past 5, and to put 
aside land for the people’s enjoyment. 

That is contrasted, Secretary Udall told us last night, 
to that some $10 million or $12 million that might be 
spent to acquire land. As a matter of fact, we had a policy 
of not acquiring any land for a long period in our history. 

Now, of this $1 billion that we are setting aside in this 
3 years, to acquire new areas to go into the public 
domain—for the first time we are putting more land back 
in the public domain than we have been taking out of 
it—half of these revenues for recreation will come from 
the proceeds of the oil derricks out on the Continental 
Shelf. 

I am pleased to say that is a resource that belongs to 
all the people. We passed through the Congress, while 
they were fighting over some little beautification bill on 
a highway that Mrs. Johnson was interested in, a $1 
billion bill that earmarks this for a 5-year period—$200 
million a year that can be used to acquire areas for all 
the people. 

All this month, the great work of the New Conserva- 
tion has been moving along. In the past few days, I have 
signed, here at the White House, in the presence of very 
interested citizens, a measure providing for a Redwood 
National Park in California. Most of you will remember 
that bill is about like the tax bill. Everybody predicted its 
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defeat in this Congress that they all said was going to be 
so unproductive. 

But we have signed the redwood bill and it is behind 
us. We have signed an entire Cascades National Park 
bill and the money is in to start it. I am going to sign that 
bill in the next day or two. 

We have passed a system of wild and scenic rivers bill 
and a nationwide system of trails where people can refresh 
themselves and walk and live with nature. 

Today, with great pride, we come here to add an area 
that is every bit as important as these others—the Biscayne 
National Monument. I think this is a unique treasure. I 
am going back to see it. I can’t wait until I do. It will give 
our people almost 200,000 acres of islands and their ad- 
joining bay and ocean waters, and they are all brimming 
with tropical plant and animal life. 

On these islands grow trees that were unknown any- 
where else—and Presidents ahead of me used to go there 
for their retreat. I have seen their pictures in the club 
rooms of the old days. 

These are the last remnants of a vast forest which once 
covered much of Florida. 

In these waters are rare tropical animals which now 
will be assured a haven from destruction. 

This is no chain of deserted islands far from civiliza- 
tion. The Biscayne National Monument—as you may 
have observed from the newspapers of late—lies immedi- 
ately south of the city of Miami, and it is within easy 
reach of millions of the families who live and visit in that 
area of the world. 

As our population expands and as our urban areas 
grow, it is not easy to preserve these untouched areas or 
to bring them into the public domain—such as the islands 
in Biscayne Bay. First of all, it takes great courage. It 
takes great vision and it takes great effort and it takes a 
lot of toughness and a great deal of ability and a knowl- 
edge of the public interest and a dedication to it. 

One man who possesses these qualities can take much 
of the credit for this treasure. His name is Congressman 
Dante Fascell of Florida. And he is with us this afternoon. 

Also, Senator Holland, Senator Smathers, and many 
others in the Congress, who permitted and helped this 
come to pass. 

We recognized the importance of Biscayne Bay, not 
only to the people of Miami—who are good people—but 
to the people of America who are entitled to enjoy these 
treasures. 

So today, we are setting it aside—setting it aside, along 
with the redwoods and the Cascades of the Pacific, setting 
it aside with Assateague which we have here on the At- 
lantic, with Fire Island near New York, with the Flaming 
Gorge and the Delaware Water Gap. These are im- 
portant. You know in our early days when Theodore 
Roosevelt and some of our other Presidents were so con- 
servation minded and they were trying to have play- 
grounds and national parks for our country, they were 
located in the West. The Grand Canyon and Yellow- 
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stone—if you could afford a round-trip ticket or if you 
had a month to go by jalopy out there with your family, 
why you could get to see some of the glories of nature. 

But the redwoods and Assateague and Fire Island and 
Biscayne are all going to be in short distances from popula- 
tion centers, where you can take Molly and the babies on 
Sunday afternoon and get back to nature. They are not 
off in far off remote locations. 

So, what we do today is very important work for us, 
so important for our children, and even more important 
for theirs, and I think that all of you, particularly Con- 
gressman Fascell, will long remember and be proud of 
the fact that you had some little part in making this come 
to pass. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:54 p.m. in the Fish Room at the 
White House. As enacted, the bill (H.R. 551) is Public Law 90-606. 


Employer of the Year Awards 


The President’s Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring the 
Cone Mills Corp. and Levin and Sons as Outstanding 
Employers of the Handicapped. October 21, 1968 


Chairman Russell, Mr. Boudine, distinguished guests: 

I wanted to meet with you this morning to thank you 
and to congratulate you for the partnership that you have 
achieved. 

In the past few years you have helped us to fulfill a 
fundamental right of citizenship for millions of our people. 
You have won new job opportunities and dignity for the 
physically handicapped—releasing them from the prison 
of prejudice, freeing them from dependence, encouraging 
the handicapped, and enlightening the employer to the 
benefit of both. 

But our work is not yet complete. 

—Too many blind persons are still unemployed. 

—Too many of the deaf are still condemned to menial 
labor. 

—Too many victims of epilepsy, cerebral palsy, multiple 
sclerosis, or muscular dystrophy are still regarded as 
fit only for the human scrap heap. 

So the work of human rehabilitation and social reform 
demands a continuing commitment in the years to come. 
Next year, I believe, there will be another meeting like 
this one, and another the year after. 

Presidents may change, but the cause and the commit- 
ment of the Presidents will remain. Government can—and 
I think Government should—continue to lead the way. In 
the past few years, the doors to Federal employment have 
been opened widely, we believe, for the handicapped. 

—Every department and agency in this administration 
has acted on a Presidential directive to make fuller use of 
the abilities of handicapped Americans; 

—Fifty departments and agencies have signed agree- 
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ments with the Civil Service Commission to use special 
appointing authority to try to hire the handicapped. 

—Regular meetings have been held to find jobs for 
handicapped people. 

—In all, the Federal Government has hired 60,000 
handicapped men and women in the last 4 years—about 
15,000 annually on the average. We are, it happens, the 
largest single employer of the handicapped in the coun- 
try—and we are the only employer with such a range of 
specific hiring policies to try to help the handicapped. 

The Federal doors must be kept open. And I hope they 
can be opened wider. I believe it will be done by those 
who follow me and by those who follow you. So, this 
morning, we have come here to recognize what has been 
done and I am very proud to present the Employer of the 
Year Awards. They are to be very prized for what they 
reward and more for what they promise. 

The first award, in the large business category, goes to 
the Cone Mills of Greensboro, North Carolina. That is a 
company with 825 handicapped people in its total work 
force of 5,500. 

The second award goes to the small business group and 
it honors Mr. Sam Levin, the President of Levin and 
Sons of Fort Wayne, Indiana. Mr. Levin employs 200 
persons—40 of these 200 are disabled. 

I am honored and I am very grateful to express the 
admiration and the appreciation of all of our people to 
both of these companies and particularly to speak on 
behalf of the handicapped people who are benefited by 
this and to whom this gives great hope and to say to your 
companies that we appreciate your enlightened leadership 
and your inspiring example. We hope that some of your 
fellow employers will take note of this and will bend them- 
selves to try to emulate what you have done so well. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House. 


Winners of the Employer of the Year Awards are selected by the 
President’s Committee on Employment of the Handicapped from 
nominations made by States’ Governors’ Committees on Employment 
of the Handicapped. The Awards are co-sponsored by the National 
Association of Manufacturers. 


The Presidential Limousine 


The President’s Remarks Upon Accepting the 
New Automobile Commissioned by the Secret Service. 
October 21, 1968 


We Americans are not always united on everything, but 
I am sure that there is no division among us upon the pro- 


priety and necessity of protecting our President and Vice 
President. 
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For many years now, and particularly in recent years, 
two organizations have combined their talents to try to 
give the traveling President maximum safety not only in 
this country, but wherever he may travel abroad. 

The Secret Service organization is made up of one of 
the most dedicated groups of people in government. They 
are headed by career men, Mr. Rowley, Mr. Youngblood, 
Mr. Johns, Mr. Hill, Mr. Taylor and others whose con- 
stant thought is the safety of the President and the Vice 
President and all of those for whom they have respon- 
sibility. 

It is rather remarkable how they give that protection. 
I could speak hours about it and never tell the whole 
story. 

The Ford Motor Company for many years, has cooper- 
ated with them in providing transportation. They have 
done it at great sacrifice from the standpoint of dollars 
and the standpoint of personnel and the standpoint of 
convenience, because through the nights they have had 
to move automobiles and men and machinery. 

I am sorry that two people can’t be here this morning, 
Mr. Henry Ford, who directed the building of this new 
car, and my grandson, who is really a mechanic at heart 
and who likes to play with everything electronic. I doubt 
that either Mr. Ford or my grandson will have any occa- 
sion to use this new automobile, because it is coming at 
the end of my term and will be used by whoever succeeds 
me and the Vice President who accompanies him. 

To you in the press, and in these two unique orga- 
nizations, I think you are all of one mind that this will give 
maximum protection and provide unusual convenience 
for Presidents at home and abroad. 

I think you can see there that the President doesn’t 
have to stand on a fender anymore or get out in a crowd. 
He can still be in contact with them and they can see 
him and make judgments for themselves by looking him in 
the eye and even touching his hand occasionally. And 
the Secret Service can still provide the protection they 
like. 

So, on behalf of the next President and this President, 
certainly in honor of the Secret Service organization and 
the Ford Motor Company, I am glad to receive this auto- 
mobile this morning. It is the best that the Ford Motor 
Company can do, and that is saying a lot. 

I don’t plan to ever engage in any private business of 
any kind. I am going to take things a little easier than 
the competitive free enterprise situation will let you, but if 
I were going to, I would like to be associated with dedi- 
cated people like the Secret Servicemen, and have them 


in my organization. I would, also, dislike being in compe- 
tition with Ford. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. at the South Portico of 
the White House. 
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Eisenhower College 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Signing 
Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1969, Including 
Funds for the College at Seneca Falls, N.Y. 

October 21, 1968 


In case you might be interested in what this is, this 
is a supplemental appropriation bill. I think that those of 
you who covered the White House at that time will 
remember one of the real fine breakthroughs in education 
nationally was the National Defense Education Act. 

It was passed in 1958 during the Eisenhower admin- 
istration. We have found that it is one of the basic acts of 
higher education. It provides assistance where people can 
pursue their college education. We have tried to add to it 
and build on it. 

We have already signed 60 education bills. We have 
talked a lot about the matters that have come up. 

Because of General Eisenhower’s very deep interest 
in education, particularly poor boys and girls getting an 
opportunity to go to college, that act was passed. 

This really is the 61st education measure. It provides 
$5 million for a college named in President Eisenhower’s 
honor, the Eisenhower College. 

I believe there is a condition that they raise local funds 
or they raise matching funds to go with that $5 million, so 
it really means $10 million for higher education. 

Eisenhower College is located in the State of New York. 
General Schulz is here today to receive this pen. We will 
give him one to send to the Eisenhower College. 

I am sending by General Schulz a letter to General 
Eisenhower. It says: 

“It was with great pleasure that I signed today an ap- 
propriations measure granting funds for Eisenhower 
College. 

“To all of us, your name symbolizes the highest in 
character, devotion to duty, and love of country. Surely no 
tribute to those qualities of yours could be more fitting 
than an institution of higher learning. This grant, and the 
college it will help to build, are a token of the love and 
admiration your countrymen feel for you. 

“I’m proud to count myself your friend, and to be 
associated with this noble enterprise.” 

This is a pen for the General, and one for Mrs. Eisen- 
hower. 

Please tell General Eisenhower that we recall with 
great satisfaction the real pioneering education break- 
through, the National Defense Education Act. I know it 
will bring some pleasant memories to him. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. in his office at the White 
House. 

As enacted, the bill (H.R. 20300) is Public Law 90-608. 

In his remarks the President referred to Gen. Robert L. Schulz, 


personal assistant to General Eisenhower. As printed above, this item 
follows the text of the White House press release. 
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Bill for the Relief of Robert L. and 
Mildred M. Miller 


The President’s Memorandum of Disapproval. 
October 21, 1968 


I have withheld my approval from H.R. 5677, entitled 
“AN ACT For the relief of Robert L. Miller and Mildred 
M. Miller.” 

H.R. 5677 would waive the requirements of the ap- 
plicable statute of limitations to permit the Millers to file 
untimely claims for tax refund. For the reasons outlined 
below, approval of H.R. 5677 would constitute a very 
undesirable step. 

It is vital to the fairness and effectiveness of our tax sys- 
tem that taxpayers who are in similar circumstances be 
treated alike. This bill discriminates in favor of the Millers 
and against all other taxpayers who are barred by the 
statute of limitations from recovering mistaken over- 
payments of tax. There is no justification for discrimina- 
tion of this sort. 

The statutory periods of limitation which Congress has 
included in the revenue laws are essential in order to assure 
finality in tax administration. They serve to bar, after the 
lapse of a reasonable amount of time, both the filing of a 
claim for refund by the taxpayer and the assessment of 
additional taxes by the Government. To override these 
statutory limitations in this case would open the door to 
the filing of untimely claims for refund in any instance in 
which a taxpayer made a mistake in filing his return or in 
selecting an attorney or tax advisor. Such a development 
would seriously weaken the statute of limitations in tax 
matters, and would jeopardize the effective administration 
of the tax laws. 

Special circumstances do not justify granting relief in 
this case. The most basic of a citizen’s obligations under 
our self-assessment system of taxation is the obligation to 
file a completed, signed tax return. In discharging this 
obligation, taxpayers are free to choose whomever they 
wish to assist them. However, the obligation to file a cor- 
rect return remains the taxpayer's, even though he may 
ask others to assist him in preparing his return. 

In this case, it is clear that the Millers are responsible 
and skillful business persons who were not unaware of 
their personal tax obligations. By 1952, they had been 
signing their personal income tax returns for 20 years, and 
had in fact signed returns prepared by their attorney in 
each of the four years immediately preceding 1952. Never- 
theless the Millers failed to file their tax returns for 1952 
and 1953 until February 15, 1960. No declarations of 
estimated tax were ever filed by them. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it is clear that the problems which H.R. 5677 
seeks to remedy are a direct result of the Millers own fail- 
ure to discharge the most basic of the obligations imposed 
on all citizens by our tax system—the obligation to file 
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timely and correct tax returns. A failure to discharge this 
basic obligation in a timely way, either by personal effort 
or by selecting a reliable tax advisor, does not constitute a 
proper ground for special legislative relief from the rules 
contained in the applicable statute of limitations. 

For these reasons, I have withheld my approval of 
H.R. 5677. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 

The White House 

October 21, 1968 


Sesquicentennial of Saint Louis 
University 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Joint 
Resolution Extending Greetings and Felicitations 
on tire 150th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
University. October 21, 1968 


I have today signed H.J. Res. 691. The resolution ex- 
tends greetings and felicitations of the United States 
Government to Saint Louis University in Saint Louis, 
Mo., in connection with the 150th anniversary of its 
founding. Saint Louis University was founded in 1818 
and formally chartered by the General Assembly of Mis- 
souri in 1832. It was the first institution of higher learning 
established west of the Mississippi River. It was founded 
by members of the Society of Jesus who came to Missouri 
with the cooperation and aid of the then Secretary of War, 
John C. Calhoun. 

In its century and a half the University has enhanced 
the prestige of American scholarship and scientific re- 
search. During this period it has contributed much to the 
advancement of learning, the betterment of the profes- 
sions, and the enrichment of the community. 

Among its many graduates have been members of the 
Cabinet of the President of the United States, Congress- 
men, Senators, Governors, and other prominent statesmen. 

In all—a distinguished record for a distinguished 
university. 

It is with great pleasure that I salute Saint Louis Uni- 
versity on its 150th birthday. 


NOTE: Asenacted, H.J. Res. 691 is Public Law 90-611. 


Apollo 7 


The President’s Telephone Remarks to the Astronauts 
Following Their Safe Landing. October 22, 1968 


Captain Schirra, Mr. Cunningham, and Major Eisele, 
we here in the Capital and all over this country and the 
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world are so very proud of you this morning. As the eyes 
of the earth have been open upon you, so have the hopes 
of the world lifted to you. And in this universal gladness, 
there is the making of a human partnership where space 
technology and science will serve as instruments of man’s 
peace in the world. And that is really enough for the 
United States to excel in space. 

And today, despite our triumphs, we have only our 
fingertip on the latch that could unlock a world of miracles 
that are practical and profound. And from the blessings 
that we already hold in our hands we know that neither 
complacency nor conceit can stay our hand from reaching 
higher. 

So your fellow countrymen are happy to welcome all of 
you home with that encouragement. We salute the three 
of you as well as the thousands of your space team, headed 
by Mr. Webb and others, in great admiration and affec- 
tion. And when you have finished your debriefings Mrs. 
Johnson and I hope to receive you where we can talk 
about your experiences without having to go through the 
Houston switchboard. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:52 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Gun Control Act of 1968 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing the Bill 
Into Law. October 22, 1968 


Secretary Fowler, Attorney General Clark, Chairman 
Celler, distinguished Members of the Senate and the 
House, distinguished guests: 


Today we begin to disarm the criminal and the careless 
and the insane. All of our people who are deeply con- 
cerned in this country about law and order should hail 
this day. In our democracy, crime control is a community 
problem. 

We would not have it any other way. For the other 
way would be the police state and all of its tragic con- 
sequences. 

The Federal Government can supplement—but can 
never supplant—local efforts to combat crime in the 
United States. Only in the last 5 years has the Federal 
Government fully grasped that opportunity. 

The Government can probe the reasons for crime and 
the methods of its control. The Government has done 
this—through the Presidential Crime Commission that 
was created in 1965. 

The Government can strike against organized crime, 
whose poison spills across State lines, and the Government 
has done this. 1960 saw only 19 racketeers indicted in 
the United States courts. Last year, 1,160 were in- 
dicted—the highest ever. We have strengthened that fight 




















MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1968 


through the Anti-Racketeering Act that the Congress 
passed. 

The Government can now help to stimulate new local 
crime-fighting programs. We have done this—through the 
Law Enforcement Assistance Act that Congress passed. 
The Government can now help better train and better 
equip and better pay the policeman on the local beat. 
It can help to modernize courts and correctional systems. 
The Government has done all of this through the Safe 
Streets Act, which we signed last June. 

The Government can help communities tackle the 
serious problem of teenage crime. And the Government 
has done this—with new legislation passed at this session 
of Congress to stop juvenile delinquency and the careers 
in crime that juvenile delinquency breeds. 

The Government can help protect its citizens against 
the random and the reckless violence of crime at gun 
point. We have come here to the Cabinet Room today to 
sign the most comprehensive gun control law ever signed 
in this Nation’s history. 

Some of you may be interested in knowing what this 
bill does: 

—lIt stops murder by mail order. It bars the interstate 

sale of all guns and the bullets that load them. 

—lIt stops the sale of lethal weapons to those too young 
to bear their terrible responsibility. 

—It puts up a big “off-limits” sign, to stop gun runners 
from dumping cheap foreign “$10 specials” on the 
shores of our country. 

Congress adopted most of our recommendations. But 
this bill—as big as this bill is—still falls short, because we 
just could not get the Congress to carry out the requests 
we made of them. I asked for the national registration 
of all guns and the licensing of those who carry those guns. 
For the fact of life is that there are over 160 million guns 
in this country—more firearms than families. If guns are 
to be kept out of the hands of the criminal, out of the 
hands of the insane, and out of the hands of the irrespon- 
sible, then we just must have licensing. If the criminal with 
a gun is to be tracked down quickly, then we must have 
registration in this country. 

The voices that blocked these safeguards were not the 
voices of an aroused nation. They were the voices of a 
powerful gun lobby that has prevailed for the moment 
in an election year. 

But the key to effective crime control remains, in my 
judgment, effective gun control. And those of us who are 
really concerned about crime just must—somehow, some 
day—make our voices felt. We must continue to work for 
the day when Americans can get the full protection that 
every American citizen is entitled to and deserves—the 
kind of protection that most civilized nations have long 
ago adopted. We have been through a great deal of an- 
guish these last few months and these last few years—too 
much anguish to forget so quickly. 

So now we must complete the task which this long- 
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needed legislation begins. We have come a long way. We 
have made much progress—but not nearly enough. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 

As enacted, the bill (H.R. 17735) is Public Law 90-618. 

At the ceremony, the President also signed Executive Order 11432, 


“Control of Arms Imports.” For the text of the Executive order, see 
the following item. 


Control of Arms Imports 


Executive Order 11432. October 22, 1968 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 414 
of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended (22 
U.S.C, 1934), and Section 301 of Title 3 of the United 
States Code, and as President of the United States, it 
is ordered as follows: 

SecTION 1. Section 301 of Executive Order No. 10973 
of November 3, 1961, is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

“Sec. 301. Department of the Treasury. There are 
hereby delegated to the Secretary of the Treasury: 

“(a) The function conferred upon the President by 
the second sentence of Section 612 of the Act. 

“(b) So much of the functions conferred upon the 
President by Section 414 of the Mutual Security Act 
of 1954, as amended, as relate to control of the import 
of arms, ammunition and implements of war, includ- 
ing technical data relating thereto. In carrying out such 
functions the Secretary of the Treasury shall consult 
with appropriate agencies, and on matters affecting 
world peace, the external security and foreign policy 
of the United States he shall be guided by the views 
of the Secretary of State. Designations, including 
changes in designations, of articles subject to import 
control under Section 414 shall have the concurrence 
of the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense.” 
Sec. 2. All regulations issued and presently in effect 

pursuant to Section 414 of the Mutual Security Act of 
1954, as amended, shall, insofar as they relate to control 
of the import of arms, ammunition and implements of 
war, including technical data relating thereto, continue in 
effect and be administered by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury until revoked or superseded by him. All pending ap- 
plications for import licenses not acted upon by the Sec- 
retary of State at the date of this order shall be transferred 
to the Secretary of the Treasury for appropriate action. 


Lynvon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
October 22, 1968 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:49 p.m., 
October 22, 1968] 


NoTE: For the President’s remarks upon signing the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, see the preceding item. 
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Veterans Day, 1968 


Proclamation 3880. October 23, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Fifty years ago this fall, on November 11, 1918, Amer- 
ica and her allies won a great victory after hard and 
cruel combat. That Armistice Day half a century past 
ended history’s first World War, and struck in the world’s 
hearts the hope of enduring peace. 

After little more than a generation, that fragile hope 
was extinguished in the flames of World War II. And 
hardly had its guns been stilled when another conflict— 
in Korea—revealed in anguish that aggression could 
threaten the community of men in 1950 no less than in 
1917 or 1941. 

Today, Pershing’s young doughboys are living in the 
golden years of their retirement. The warriors of World 
War II and Korea are slipping into middle age. A thou- 
sand battlefields, stretching in time and place from 
Chateau-Thierry to the slopes of Suribachi to the streets 
of Seoul are consecrated ground, where Americans 
fought—and many fell—to defy aggression, to preserve 
freedom, to protect the security of their people. 

Now America’s sons are waging that same bitter fight 
anew. They stand on alien land, as their fathers and their 
grandfathers stood before them, to deny aggression its 
hope of conquest, to keep freedom from dying under an 
invader’s heel, to give us all the priceless right to live 
secure and safe. They are trained and equipped better 
than any American force before them. But their stand 
is no less harsh and lonely. Their courage and their spirit 
are the equal of any generation’s. And their sacrifices, in 
our name and in the cause of all we cherish, are as hard 
as men have ever made on the battlefields of war. 

We provide material benefits to the veterans of all our 
wars. We have continually extended and improved those 
benefits to meet more fully the debt we owe them. 

But each year we also pause to pay them another kind 
of tribute. In our prayers and thoughts and ceremonies, 
we honor the men to whom we owe our safety, our free- 
dom, and the continued existence of our Nation. For this 
purpose, Congress has designated the eleventh of Novem- 
ber as a legal holiday to be known as Veterans Day, and 
has dedicated it to the cause of world peace (Act of 
May 13, 1938, 52 Stat. 351, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
6103) ). 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Lynpon B. Jonnson, President 
of the United States of America, urge the people of this 
nation to join in commemorating Monday, November 11, 
1968, as Veterans Day with suitable observances. 

I direct the appropriate officials of the Government to 
arrange for the display of the flag of the United States 
on all public buildings on that day; and I request the 
officials of Federal, State, and local governments, and 
civic and patriotic organizations, to give their enthusiastic 
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leadership and support to appropriate public ceremonies 
throughout the nation. 

I ask that all citizens of every age take part in these ob- 
servances which honor those whose unqualified loyalty 
and patriotism have preserved our freedom. 

In Witness WueErREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 23rd day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and ninety- 
third. 

Lynpon B. JOHNSON 


(Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:45 p.m. 
October 23, 1968] 


Promotion of Apollo 7 Astronaut 


Announcement of Promotion of Maj. Donn F. Eisele, 
USAF, to Grade of Lieutenant Colonel. 
October 23, 1968 


In accordance with the policy announced on August 31, 
1965, the President today approved the promotion of 
Maj. Donn F. Eisele, U.S. Air Force, to the grade of 
lieutenant colonel. 

Lieutenant Colonel Eisele was the command module 
pilot on Apollo 7, the first manned flight in the lunar land- 
ing program, which successfully completed its mission on 
October 22, 1968. 

Lieutenant Colonel Eisele entered the Air Force in 1952 
following graduation from the U.S. Naval Academy. He 
was one of the third group of astronauts selected by 
NASA in October 1963—Apollo 7 was his first space 
flight. 

The last astronaut promoted under this policy was Lt. 
Col. Edwin E. Aldrin, who received a promotion to 
lieutenant colonel after his orbital flight as copilot of 
Gemini 12 in November 1966. 


Veterans Educational Benefits 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing Bill Extending 
Benefits to Veterans, Wives of Disabled Veterans, and 
Widows of Servicemen and of Veterans Who Died Due 
to Service-Connected Injuries. October 23, 1968 


Administrator Driver, Chairman Olin Teague, distin- 
guished Members of Congress, ladies and gentlemen: 

When President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the 
first GI bill of rights back in the year 1944, that legisla- 
tion was looked upon as the largest veterans bill ever 
passed by the Congress. As we meet here in the Cabinet 
Room today for another signing ceremony, we look back 


upon this measure as one of the largest education bills 
ever passed. 
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In 1944, this GI bill was considered a reward for mili- 
tary service. But today, we realize that it was really one 
of the very best investments that we ever made for the 
future of our own country. 

What we have spent on the GI bill has already come 
back to us many, many fold. Not only the original bill, but 
the Korean bill, and the current GI bill. 

The Bible tells us: ““Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.” Today, we are going to sow some more 
education seeds with this measure—the additions and 
extensions of the GI bill. 

First, I would hope that the country could recognize 
what our taxpayers and our Congress have laid down as 
a matter of policy so that they could understand that we 
do face up to some of our problems and we are some- 
what understanding and generous in meeting those 
problems. 

We are going to guarantee a full 4 years of college for 
2 years of service by giving the men who wear our uni- 
form a month and a half of education credit for every 
month of uniform service. The maximum ratio is now a 
month for a month. 

Second, we are going to broaden and extend the edu- 
cational benefits : 


—To the widows of those who lost their lives in service 
for us or as a result of some service-connected injury. 

—And to the wives of permanently disabled veterans, 
the benefits will be extended. 


Thus, you should realize that we are opening the doors 
of all of our universities to almost a quarter of a million 
women. 

Thus, we are providing for a full education for hun- 
dreds of thousands of returning servicemen. 

A veterans bill—yes. But most important of all, an 
education bill that will not only recognize the veteran’s 
service, but will enrich the Nation that he fought and 
gave his blood to protect. 


To Chairman Teague, who through the years has 
served his country in uniform and in the Congress as the 
Chairman of this important Committee, to the rank- 
ing minority member of that Committee who is with us 
here this morning, the gentleman from Ohio, to Senator 
Long and the members of the Senate Committee and the 
Labor and Public Welfare Committee, to my own col- 
league, Senator Yarborough, to all of those who through 
the years have given special attention to veterans legis- 
lation, I commend them and thank them for their efforts. 

Particularly do I want to recognize the services and the 
wisdom demonstrated by one of our career men, the man 
that all the veterans organizations and the men of both 
parties recommended to me as the Veterans Adminis- 
trator, Mr. Bill Driver. 

He has been a model of a public servant. And his 
ability to deal with these very delicate problems, with men 
who have suffered disabilities, and who are trying to be 
readjusted to life—it is just beyond compare. 
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So as I leave this office, I want to say to Mr. Driver that 
if I could leave one wish behind me, it would be that all 
civil servants could handle their job like you handle yours 
and that we could have more civil servants in top admin- 
istrative positions. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


As enacted, the bill (H.R. 16025) is Public Law 90-631. 


Office of Economic Opportunity 


The President’s Remarks to Assistant and Regional 
Directors of the OEO Meeting in Washington. 
October 23, 1968 


Mr. Perrin, Assistant Directors, Regional Directors and 
my friends: 


It has been nearly 5 years since we went to the coun- 
try and declared a national policy to try to eradicate pov- 
erty in this land that we all love so much. 

Those were exciting days. We were aroused by the 
specter of poverty amid such great wealth. We were 
caught up in the idea that we had the power at long last 
to help every citizen share in our abundance. 

Here were the dimensions of that problem: 


—We had children who were already marked by: fail- 
ure by the time they got to the first grade. 

—We had young boys and girls who had already known 
failure before they ever got to their teens. 

—We had heads of families who never brought home 
a steady paycheck. Many of them represented a third 
generation already on relief. 

—We had millions of retired people who knew only 
the tyranny of poverty in what was supposed to have 
been their golden years. 


These were the people behind the statistics—the hu- 
man story behind 35 million poor Americans. Here are 
the campaign ribbons that you and I have earned during 
the past 5 years. 

We have moved 7 million Americans out of poverty. 
That is 2! times the number that moved out during the 
previous 5 years. 

I am told this is the fastest rate in all of our history. 

Second, we have enlisted an army of 500,000 volun- 
teers to give us the brains and the muscle to get the job 
done. 

Third, we have sent 2 million preschoolers through 
Head Start. 

Fourth, we have taken over 2 million unskilled, un- 
trained young men and women and tried to teach them 
a skill. 

Fifth, we have turned the entire economy loose—in- 
cluding private industry—on the biggest manhunt in our 
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history to find the hard-core unemployed in our teeming 
ghettos, to hire them, to train them, and to retain them. 

Sixth, we have finally sliced a bigger piece of pros- 
perity for all of our older citizens by Medicare. And we 
have given them the biggest increases in social security 
benefits since social security was enacted in Franklin 
Roosevelt's time. 

There are no headlines in these victories. They don’t 
run a television special on a young man who graduates 
from the Job Corps. They don’t even write a feature story 
when thousands of young people sign up for VISTA. You 
hear a lot about the mistakes. God knows we have made 
them and made plenty of them, because we were un- 
afraid to break new ground. 

We have trusted some people who didn’t deserve that 
trust. We have expected people to be loyal. Sometimes 
they weren’t. But you seldom hear about the day-to-day 
results that have come from the patient and dedicated 
efforts of loyal, good Americans. 

All of you have the greatest reward, though, I think, 
when you are able to say, “I was there. I helped to change 
the lives of men and women for the better.” That work 
must go on. 

There are still 27 million people living in poverty. That 
is the central fact that confronts every American who 
wants to improve the quality of American life. 

Sometimes they tell us in election year, “Tell it as it is.” 
Well, there it is, regardless of the kind of politics you 
preach—whether you preach the new politics, or the old 
politics, the politics of confrontation or whatever-you- 
want-to-call-it politics. So, there are two jobs, really, as 
I see it, that lie ahead that will face the man who will 
sit in the chair that I occupy on January 21. 

First, he will have to sustain what we have begun. He 
will have to make sure that those who have crossed the 
poverty line are not allowed to be neglected and slip back. 

Second, he will have to chip away at the remaining 27 
million—not 35 million. He will have to do it slowly, 
patiently, and relentlessly. The easy case histories are 
pretty much behind us. 

When I took office in November 1963, I said we must 
continue. Now, after 5 years, that is still the best advice 
I can give you. We must continue. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12: 37 p.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House. 


Military Justice Act of 1968 


The President’s Remarks at the Signing Ceremony. 
October 23, 1968 


Secretary Nitze, Secretary Brown, Secretary Ignatius, 
Members of Congress, distinguished guests: 


The soldier who fought at Valley Forge could expect 
only “drumhead justice” if he ran afoul of military law. 
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The trooper at Gettysburg could expect little more. 

Even the doughboy who went ashore with Pershing had 
nothing like the legal protection of the civilian at home. 

That all has changed now. The man who wears the 
uniform of his country today does not discard his right 
to fair treatment under our laws. 

The first great step came in 1950. It was then that our 
servicemen and women were given the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice—the most sweeping development in mili- 
tary law in all of American history. 

When President Harry Truman signed it into life, he 
was able to say that “the democratic ideal of equality is 
further advanced.” 

Today we believe we advance it again. The Military 
Justice Act of 1968, which we will sign shortly, will stand 
proudly beside the 1950 law. 

It expands the concept of fairness. It creates an inde- 
pendent court system within the military, free from com- 
mand pressures and control. 

It enlarges the right of the individual soldier by giving 
him trained legal defense when he is tried by a special 
court-martial. 

It makes some other changes to streamline the system, 
and to safeguard, always, the serviceman. 

We in America have always prided ourselves on giving 
our men and our women in uniform excellent medical 
service, superb training, the best equipment that money 
can buy. 

Now, with this bill, we believe we are going to give 
them first-class legal services as well. 

As President, I have worked for better pay, for better 
care, and for better rewards for those who serve their 
country’s flag and who protect and defend us with their 
lives. This will probably be the last bill that I will sign 
in their behalf. I am so pleased that it goes to the root 
of the system, that all of these men and women defend 
for all of us—the right of every citizen to justice and to 
fairness under the law. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 


the White House. 
As enacted, the bill (H.R. 15971) is Public Law 90-632. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
OCTOBER 24, 1968 


THE Present. George discussed with me earlier in the 
week the fact that some of you desired to meet with the 
President in a press conference. It is convenient now to 
take any questions you may have to ask. 


QUESTIONS 


UNITED STATES POSITION ON VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, has there been any change since 
George issued his statement of October 16 on the Viet- 
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namese situation? There has been no basic change in the 
situation, no breakthrough? 

Tue Present. The statement Mr. Christian issued 
was accurate at that time, and is accurate now. 

We want peace very much. We have been doing all we 
could for several months to try to bring about some kind 
of an understanding that would result in substantive dis- 
cussions and ultimate settlement of the Southeast Asia 
problem. 

We do not want to make news until there is news. 

We realize that many times diplomacy can be more 
effective in private than to have all your discussions, 
recommendations, and prophecies carried in the press. 

But I would say, Mr. Cornell, on the statement Mr. 
Christian made on October 16th, there has been no basic 
change, no breakthrough. Our position remains as set 
forth by the President and the Secretary of State. When 
there is anything to report, you will be informed. 

Q. Mr. President, has there been any kind of a reply 
from Hanoi on any sort of new initiative? I qualify the 
word “new,” but any kind of a stepped-up approach? 

THE PresIvENT. I think the answer to that question was 
given in the preceding one, Miss Thomas. I will have to 
stand on that answer. 


THE PRESIDENT’S TRAVEL PLANS 


Q. Mr. President, there have been reports, from time to 
time, in recent weeks on possible plans for foreign travel. 
Could you give us any guidance on that, sir? 

Tue Present. Yes, Mr. Gill. I have seen some of 
those reports. I have read them. I don’t think I have 
instigated any of them. I am unaware of any plans the 
President has. 


There are a good many people in the Government who 
travel from time to time, but I have no plans at this time. 
Something could develop. If it did, I wouldn’t want to be 
precluded by saying I am not going to have any travel. But 
I have no plans to do so at this moment. 


THE PRESIDENTS PLANS FOR THE CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any plans for campaign- 
ing beyond what you have done so far? 

Tue Presment. When we can, and have made the 
decision to speak, we try to notify you promptly. 

We consider many requests, but until a decision is 
made, we don’t think we serve any purpose by speculating 
that we might or might not do this or that. It creates 
disappointments if you can’t go, and so forth. 

We are going to have a political radio address Sunday 
night at 7:35 over the CBS radio network. We are going 
to have a televised address the following Sunday night 
over the NBC television network, at 8:30 Sunday evening, 
the Sunday before the election on Tuesday. 

It is likely that both of those addresses will be tran- 
scribed and filmed in advance. I would hope that I could 
make some announcements of any other speeches that I 
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am able to make in plenty of time for you to have adequate 
coverage, but I am not in a position to do that now. 
Yes, Mr. Roberts? 


THE ELECTION OUTCOME 


Q. Mr. President, there has been a good deal of dis- 
cussion of the possibility of this election going into the 
House, sir. Some of the candidates and some Members 
of the House have suggested that if it is, if that comes to 
pass, the House should be guided by whoever wins the 
popular vote. 

What is your view of that in this year? 

THe Preswent. I hope it doesn’t go to the House. 
I don’t think I will speculate on it going there. I don’t 
believe it will. I think that Mr. Humphrey, in the days 
ahead, will eliminate the necessity of the House making 
any judgment on it. 

When and if it should go to the House, I think our 
Constitution makes clear the action that is to be taken. 

I don’t know what the circumstances would be if it 
did go to the House. I would like to be confronted with 
that position and see what they are before issuing any 
decision other than to say that we will follow the consti- 
tutional processes. 


Miss McClendon? 


THE “PUEBLO” AND ITS CREW 


Q. Mr. President, how soon do you think the men of 
the Pueblo may be released and is that involved in any 
way in these talks that you are now having with regard 
to peace in Vietnam? 

THE Present. I will give you any information we 
have on the Pueblo when we have any information to 
give. We have stated everything that we can state on the 
subject as of now. 


Mr. Kilpatrick? 
ABM TALKS WITH THE RUSSIANS 


Q. Mr. President, do you see any chance of moving 
ahead soon on the ABM talks with the Russians? 


THE Present. I am unable to make a prediction at 
this time. I know of no immediate plans in the offing. 


Mr. Rather? 


AMERICAN CASUALTIES IN VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, if I may respectfully return to the 
Vietnam subject for just a moment, the casualty figures 
released today, American casualties in Vietnam, were the 
lowest in a number of months. 

Do you see this as an inability on the part of the enemy 
to inflict heavier casualties, or is it part of some kind of lull 
on the part of the enemy, or could you address yourself to 
those low casualties? 

THE PRESIDENT. We are very pleased that the casualties 
are no higher than they are. We lost 100 American lives 
last week. 
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The enemy lost 1,243. The South Vietnamese lost some- 
thing less than 200. 

We are very glad that we are able to keep our losses at 
that level. We wish it had not been necessary to lose any. 

I am hesitant, from this distant point, to use this much 
overworked word “lull,” when 1,500 people give their lives 
in one week. In some places, there is not a lull. The last 
thing I would want to do is to lull anyone into a false sense 
of security. 

I am very proud of the record General Westmoreland 
and his men have made in South Vietnam and I salute 
General Abrams for taking that command and continuing 
that good work. 

I have not the slightest doubt that in due time, when all 
of the facts are analyzed by the people of this country and 
the world, they will be very proud of the record of the 
American serviceman, of his conduct and his purpose, and 
the objectives which he sought and which he succeeded in 
obtaining in Vietnam. 


THE “LAW AND ORDER” ISSUE IN THE CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, law and order has become a chief, if 
not the chicf, issue in this campaign, at least on the 
domestic side. Mr. Nixon says that the crime rate in the 
country has increased nine times faster than the popula- 
tion. This remark is made repeatedly. He lays the blame 
for this with you and your administration. And Ramsey 
Clark has become the chief whipping boy on the question 
of law and order. 

I wonder if you could respond, as President, to the 
problem of law and order in this country and its use in the 
campaign as an issue. 

THE Present. I am not going to comment on the 
statements of individual campaigners, as I have told you 
before. In signing legislation only this week, I made some 
comments and gave some details and figures to support 
that. 

Under our Constitution, except for a very few highly 
specialized areas, we must rely upon local officials to 
enforce the law and to see that justice is meted out. 

The great bulk of our law enforcement machinery is 
controlled at the local and the State level. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Narcotics Bureau, the Cus- 
toms Service, and the Secret Service perform some fed- 
erally assigned tasks under Federal statutes. 


We do think there is much the Federal Government 
can do to support the States, to support the cities, and 
to support the local officials who are responsible for law 
and order and justice. 

We have made our recommendations to the Congress. 
We had a very thorough study by one of the ablest 
commissions ever assembled and we have made our recom- 
mendations. A good many of those recommendations 
have been carried out. Some have been diluted. Some 
have not been acted upon. Some have been materially 
reduced because of a failure to provide funds to give 
them adequate support. 
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But we have made great strides in that direction. We 
will continue to do that. I am convinced that law enforce- 
ment is one of the very serious problems that we face and 
we must do everything we can to improve it. We must 
do everything we can to get at the root causes of viola- 
tions of our laws. 

I think the Attorney General has testified hour after 
hour before the Congress on the administration’s views 
as to how we can handle the juvenile problem; how we 
can rehabilitate some of the criminals; how we can give 
better support, better pay, and better education for the 
people who protect our lives—the policemen; how we 
can have better inducements and incentives for men to 
go into that service. 

We are working with the Defense Department to try 
to take some of our better trained men there, when they 
are discharged, to give them a career in service of this 
type. It is a very serious problem for this Nation. 

The President can’t direct and handle every police 
force, or sit on every jury, or preside over every trial. 

The President does have an obligation to see that the 
Nation supports the local and State officials whenever 
and wherever it can. I think we need to support them 
more than we are. 

I think we need a stronger gun control law so we can 
keep it out of the hands of the maniac, the insane, the 
delinquent, and the minor. I think we should have 
registration. 

I think we should put much more Federal money in 
support of local and State efforts at law enforcement. 

I think we should put much more Federal money into 
the poverty effort, the education effort, and the health 
effort, because all of these contribute to the problems that 
we are faced with—which have grown because they have 
been neglected through the years. 

The local and the State people just do not have the 
resources to get at all these causes. 

We have tried to move, and move fast, in that direction. 
We haven’t moved fast enough. We haven’t done enough. 
We were late starting and our efforts have been inadequate 
in my judgment. 

The next President, I think, will have this as one of his 
major problems. But I don’t think there is anything we 
could do other than to get the recommendations that we 
have submitted to the Congress enacted, and get addi- 
tional funds to support those recommendations. 

A lot of people think that we have an attitude that 
promotes violation of the law. I don’t believe there is any 
Federal official who countenances, or approves, or will 
ever justify anyone violating the law. 

On the other hand, the Federal Government can’t take 
over the responsibilities of the local people and the State 
people, except to supplement them, as we are doing. We 
have to speed up what we are doing and increase what we 
are doing. 

This is not a problem that is just common to the United 
States. I saw a report the other day where we had had a 
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great deal of restlessness in many countries of the world. 
I believe there were some 25 nations where the young 
people had taken over the universities of those countries 
and presented their officials with a very serious problem. 
We need better communications with many groups. We 
have not moved fast enough. It is a big job that has not 
been faced up to, to the degree it should be. It will be, in 
my judgment, by whoever follows me in this assignment. 


VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, returning to Vietnam for one mo- 
ment, you have said several times that almost any sign or 
signal from North Vietnam, you are looking forward to, to 
justify a bombing halt. Would that signal necessarily have 
to be public? 

Tue Presipent. I think that on Vietnam, Mr. Deakin, 
it is better that we just stay with the statement that we 
have made. We have communications with the North 
Vietnamese from time to time. And we have no problem 
exchanging viewpoints at this stage. 

The decision we made March 31st resulted in their 
agreement first to meet in Cambodia and later in Poland, 
and finally we agreed on Paris. I am very glad that I made 
that decision March 31st. 

One of our problems is not how we exchange view- 
points. I have told you generally that I don’t think it is 
good policy to try to handle all diplomacy in public. 
The negotiators have to present their views and we have 
to give them our instructions. A great many times we 
would negate our policy if you got the instructions before 
the negotiators did. 


So we are working very hard and diligently and earn- 
estly. The only thing I can say to you is that I think 
the decision of March 31st was indicated, was justified, 
and I am more pleased by it every hour that goes by. 


Yes, Mr. Pierpoint? 


THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, the Democratic candidate, your 
Vice President, seems to feel that the other two candidates 
are not discussing the issues in any detail. He would like 
to have a face-to-face debate. How do you feel about 
that? Would it improve the climate of the campaign? 

Tue Present. I don’t think I will make any com- 
ment on the views of the candidates or their expressions. 
I have tried to get that over to you, Mr, Pierpoint, several 
times. We will stay with that position until after the 
election. 


Mr. Potter? 


THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM AND THE SOVIET UNION 


Q. Mr. President, are we having any diplomatic 
consultations with the Soviet Union with respect to rising 
tensions in the Middle East? 
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THE Presment. We have diplomatic contacts with 
most of the nations of the world at all times about a 
variety of subjects. I don’t think it would serve any useful 
purpose for me to specify a contact we had on a specific 
situation at a specific time. 

I think it is generally known we have exchanged views 
with the Soviet Union on the Vietnam problem, on the 
Middle Eastern problem, on the arms control problem, 
and on the Eastern European situation. We do that from 
time to time as we do with other leading powers. 


DEMOCRATIC CONTROL OF THE HOUSE 


Q. Mr. President, how do you see Democratic chances 
of retaining control of the House? 

Tue Presment. I haven’t evaluated that, Ray. I have 
been kept busy on some other matters. 


Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and thirty-second news 
conference was held in the Cabinet Room at the White House, at 
1:07 p.m. on Thursday, October 24, 1968. 


International Customs Conventions 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Implementing Conventions for Free Admission of 
Professional Equipment and Shipping Containers. 
October 25, 1968 


With the signing of this bill, we build a stronger founda- 
tion for the flow of commerce among nations, The legis- 
lation I have just signed will allow America to join five 
international customs conventions. 

These conventions will simplify and streamline customs 
procedures, They will eliminate unnecessary formalities. 
This will help our foreign trade: 


—by making it easier for American firms to bring com- 
mercial samples into foreign markets; 

—by allowing Americans to take professional equip- 
ment abroad, duty free, for up to 6 months. This will 
be of particular help to the press, broadcasting, and 
motion picture industries; 

—by facilitating the use of shipping containers in inter- 
national trade. Our Nation has pioneered this highly 
efficient and rapidly growing form of transportation 
and we gain from measures that extend its use. 


These conventions represent solid progress. Yet the 
work of international economic cooperation often goes un- 
noticed. For three decades America has steered the course 
of trade expansion. We must continue on that course. 
NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 18373) is Public Law 90-635. 
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Renegotiation Act of 1951 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Extending 
the Act. October 25, 1968 


I have signed H.R. 17324 which provides a needed 
extension of the Renegotiation Act of 1951. 


Another provision of the bill allows us to carry out fully 
our obligations under the International Coffee Agree- 
ment, 1968. This major commodity agreement is of great 
significance to the welfare of the less developed world, 
particularly our neighbors in Latin America. 

In addition, title II of the bill deals with the Inter- 
national Antidumping Code, which was one of the agree- 
ments concluded as part of the Kennedy Round. In my 
judgment, title II reasonably safeguards the interests of 
both the executive and legislative branches. On the one 
hand, it recognizes the Code and directs the agencies 
concerned to consider it in administering the Antidump- 
ing Act, 1921. On the other hand, it makes clear 
that any inconsistency or conflict between the Code and 
the Antidumping Act, 1921, must be resolved in favor of 
the Act. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 17324) is Public Law 90-634. 


Woodrow Wilson National Memorial 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Establishing the Memorial in the Smithsonian 
Institution. October 25, 1968 


I have today signed S. 3174, “To establish a National 
Memorial to Woodrow Wilson in the Smithsonian 
Institution.” 

In February 1967, following the report of the Wood- 
row Wilson Memorial Commission, I asked Secretary 
Gardner of HEW to take the leadership, with the assist- 
ance of the other members of the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Commission, in formulating detailed plans for a Wood- 
row Wilson Center. 

In my Message on the Nation’s First City in March 
of this year, I asked the Congress for legislation to estab- 
lish the Center. I said: 

“The dream of a great scholarly center in our Nation’s 

Capital is as old as the Republic itself. There could 

be no more fitting monument to the memory of 

Woodrow Wilson than an institution devoted to the 


highest ideals of scholarship and international under- 
standing.” 


The Congress has responded by enacting S. 3174, to 
establish this monument to a great American President— 
as a living memorial to one who combined great scholar- 


ship, a progressive spirit, and a practical understanding 
of political life. 
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Under the guidance of a distinguished Board of 
Trustees, I am confident that the Woodrow Wilson In- 
ternational Center will further the ideals of scholarly 
excellence and of international understanding that guided 
the life and work of the 28th President of the United 
States. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 3174), entitled the Woodrow Wilson 
Memorial Act of 1968, is Public Law 90-637. 


Traffic in Dangerous Drugs 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Concerning Penalties for the Sale, Manufacture, 
or Possession of LSD and Similar Drugs. 
October 25, 1968 


I have signed a bill that increases the criminal penalty 
for those who illegally possess or traffic in harmful drugs 
such as LSD. 

In February of this year I sent to the Congress a spe- 
cial message on crime. In it I called for many new steps 
to strengthen our hand in dealing with lawlessness. The 
Congress and the Nation have responded constructively to 
these recommendations: 


—The Safe Streets Act. 

—The Juvenile Delinquency Prevention Act. 

—Gun control legislation. 

—New laws to combat alcoholism. 

—New powers to deal with those who riot in our cities, 
and combat organized crime. 


In addition to these important new steps, I called for 
a concentrated drive to cope with the growing problem 
of narcotics and dangerous drugs. The activities of this 
year mark a new high in this effort which is so essential 
to the well being of young people. 

First, we created a new Bureau of Narcotics and Dan- 
gerous Drugs in the Justice Department. 

Second, we have steadily increased manpower to sup- 
port the Federal law enforcement role. 

Third, we have redoubled our efforts to develop effec- 
tive treatment for addiction and to educate our youth to 
the hazards of drugs. 

Today we are taking a fourth step. I am signing into 
law a bill to increase the penalty for the sale or manu- 
facture of LSD, and to impose, for the first time, a penalty 
for its possession. 

Under this bill the illegal manufacture, sale or dis- 
tribution of LSD and similar drugs is made a felony, 
punishable by five years in prison and a $10,000 fine. 
The illegal possession of such a drug is made a misde- 
meanor punishable by up to one year in prison and a 
$1,000 fine. 

All Americans interested in effective law enforcement 
will take satisfaction that this needed bill is becoming law 
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today. It is measures like this—and not talk about crime— 
that strengthen the hand of our police and give our fami- 
lies protection. 

These laws, plus adequate enforcement resources, give 
us the tools to fight the trafficker in narcotics and drugs. 
But let us never forget that this is just one part of our 
effort to protect society from this threat. The real an- 
swer—the final answer—lies in the education of our chil- 
dren—through our schools, through local civic groups, 
through our churches, and most important, through our 
families. Our criminal laws will put the drug peddler in 
jail. But to put him and his kind permanently out of 
business we need the active support and understanding of 
every adult and young citizen of this Nation. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
Note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 14096) is Public Law 90-639. 


Rates of Duty on Wool 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Amending 
Tariff Schedules, With His Letter to the Chairman of 

the United States Tariff Commission. 

October 25, 1968 


I have signed H.R. 653, a bill which amends the tariff 
schedules of the United States. 


This measure establishes a uniform tariff on imports 
of reprocessed wool fabrics or blends of such fabrics. The 
duty rate will be based on the chief weight of the fabric. 

Duty rates on wool fabrics have been based on the 
rate applicable to the component having the greatest 
value. Consequently, importers have been able to escape 
the higher wool tariff by blending reprocessed wool fabrics 
with small amounts of high value non-wool material. 
The addition of these other components has been for 
the sole purpose of establishing a lower duty and has not 
altered in any way the characteristics or use of the fabric. 


The Congress passed and I signed legislation in 1965 
and 1966 which closed this tariff loophole on two specific 
components. H.R. 653 seeks a broader and more perma- 
nent solution by adopting the chief weight test. The 
history of “loophole” importation since the wool tariff 
was established in 1961 indicates that a more uniform 
tariff on a chief weight basis is a realistic solution. 


However, I do not wish this bill to be a device to cut 
off legitimate trade. These imports fill a need of American 
consumers of modest means. While Italy—the principal 
supplier—sends only 20 percent of its exports of these 
fabrics to the United States, it is still an important item 
in the trade between our two nations. Elimination of this 
trade would also affect adversely exports to Italy of about 
$6 million of wool rags which are used in making these 
fabrics. 
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I fear that the Congress may have imposed too harsh 
a remedy. The tariff rate established by H.R. 653 will 
result in a high duty for these low cost fabrics. It would be 
most unfortunate if this tariff had the effect of stifling all 
imports of these products to the United States. Such a 
result would be contrary to our trade policies and our 
best interests. 

Because of my concern that traditional trade should 
not be disrupted, I am today asking the Tariff Com- 
mission to study and report to me no later than December 
31, 1968, the effect of the duty established by imple- 
mentation of the chief weight test and what simple ad 
valorem rate or rates of duty would provide a reasonable 
degree of tariff protection for this U.S. domestic industry. 

In the event it should be determined that a lower duty 
is more equitable, I shall request the Congress to take 
prompt action to establish the appropriate tariff rate. 

I have discussed this procedure with members of both 
Houses of the Congress who are most concerned with 
this issue. They concur that congressional action on any 
tariff revision recommended by the Tariff Commission 
is proper and have agreed that any such proposal will 
receive fair and prompt consideration. 

Let me make it clear that I have approved this bill 
only because an unusual problem—one which has re- 
sulted in artificial manufacturing practices by foreign 
manufacturers and has imposed a high degree of un- 
certainty on the domestic industry—has existed since 
1961 under existing tariff schedules. It remains my firm 
view that liberal trade policies and efforts to achieve 
the elimination of barriers to fair trade are in the best 
interests of our Nation and our trading partners. 


LETTER FRoM THE PRESIDENT TO THE HONORABLE 
STANLEY B. Metzcer, CHAIRMAN, UNirep STATES 
TARIFF COMMISSION 


October 24, 1968 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I have today approved H.R. 653, the major provi- 
sion of which stipulates that the provisions in parts 3 
and 4 of schedule 3 of the Tariff Schedules of the United 
States for fabrics in chief value of wool shall also apply 
to fabrics in chief weight of wool. 

However, because of reservations concerning the height 
of the duties imposed by this provision, I request the 
Tariff Commission, pursuant to section 332(g) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930, to conduct a study and report back 
to me by December 31, 1968, the probable effect of 
the chief weight test on imports of these fabrics and 
the simple ad valorem tariff rate or rates in column 1 
of the Tariff Schedules of the United States which would 
permit fabrics of, in chief weight of, reprocessed or reused 
wool provided for in parts 3 and 4 of schedule 3 of such 
Tariff Schedules to enter the United States without caus- 
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ing or threatening serious injury to the domestic 
industry producing like or directly competitive articles. 
Sincerely, 
Lynvon B. JOHNSON 


[Honorable Stanley B. Metzger, Chairman, United States Tariff 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20436] 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 653) is Public Law 90-638. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as for- 
mal White House press releases during the period covered 
by this issue. Appointments which appear below in the 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not in- 
cluded in this listing. 


October 22 


Abba Eban, Foreign Minister of Israel, paid a call on 
the President at the White House. 


October 24 


William C. Doyle of Vineland, N.J., newly elected 
national commander of the American Legion, met with 
the President at the White House. 


October 25 


The President announced to reporters at the Bethesda 
Naval Medical Center, the birth of his granddaughter to 
Captain and Mrs. Charles S. Robb. 

Dr. Marshall Nirenberg, Nobel prize winner in Physi- 
ology and Medicine, and Mrs. Nirenberg, met with the 
President at the White House. Dr. Nirenberg is with the 
National Institutes of Health. 





—_ 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NoTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Monday, October 14, 1968, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 18, 1968 


8 Public Law 90-606 
An Act to authorize the establishment of 
the Biscayne National Monument in the 
State of Florida, and for other purposes. 

TE. Qi iddccdsscadsonn Private Law 90-355 
An Act for the relief of Henry E. Bullock. 

TEM. Fees cccnsencsmmas Private Law 90-356 
An Act for the relief of Dr. Ray F. McMillan. 

Dee Cia siitiiicncccntmianeciicidn Public Law 90-604 
An Act to authorize the disposal of 
magnesium from the national stockpile. 


ek Gadi Private Law 90-357 
An Act for the relief of Clifton R. Kindt. 
TE, PEs tnicdeeceen Public Law 90-605 


An Act to amend the Act of August 9, 1955, 
relating to certain common carrier opera- 
tions in the District of Columbia. 


ee Public Law 90-603 
An Act to amend title 37, United States 
Code, to clarify the conditions under which 
physicians and dentists who extend their 
service on active duty in a uniformed 
service may be paid continuation pay. 


Approved October 21, 1968 


TE: BUR, Wii inicnsnnciens Public Law 90-611 
A Joint Resolution extending greetings and 
felicitations to Saint Louis University in 
the city of Saint Louis, Missouri, in con- 
nection with the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of its founding. 

NE: Deis tatsncasnineitiialnededs Private Law 90-358 
An Act for the relief of Demetrios Kon- 


stantinos Georgaras (also known as James 
K. Georgaras) . 


eee Private Law 90-359 
An Act for the relief of Charles B, Franklin. 
i Sea aia niniccendnbaion Public Law 90-609 


An Act to amend sections 281 and 344 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act to 
eliminate the statutory prescription of fees, 
and for other purposes. 

ER, Fe ininincndanccusus Public Law 90-612 
An Act to amend title 38 of the United 
States Code to provide nursing home care 
and contract hospitalization for certain 
veterans living in Alaska and Hawaii, and 
for other purposes. 


TEs i ceiieiciniciiaceasinebceciinse Private Law 90-360 
An Act for the relief of Mauritz A. Sterner. 
8, Se ees Public Law 90-614 


District of Columbia Administrative Pro- 
cedure Act. 

SE Weis inncnemianss Public Law 90-615 
An Act to continue for three years the 
existing suspension of duties on certain 
alumina and bauxite, and for other pur- 
poses. 


ew Qe iiecceendtnne Public Law 90-613 


An Act to amend the joint resolution of 
March 24, 1937, to provide for the termina- 
tion of the interest of the United States in 
certain real 
Michigan. 


property in Allen Park, 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 21, 1968—Continued 


ee Public Law 90-610 
An Act to amend the Act of August 4, 1950 
(64 Stat. 411), entitled “An Act relating to 
the policing of the buildings and grounds 
of the Library of Congress” to provide 
salary increases for members of the police 
force of the Library of Congress, and for 
other purposes. 

Ts Si ihdiinctatntcininn Public Law 90-607 
An Act relating to the effective date of the 
1966 change in the definition of earned in- 
come for purposes of pension plans of self- 
employed individuals. 


SE SOR tcccacncamins Public Law 90-608 
Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1969. 
a Public Law 90-617 


An Act to amend section 2 of the Act of 
June 30, 1954, as amended, providing for 
the continuance of civil government for the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

Ge cciccanniiawemnc Public Law 90-616 
An Act to amend title 5, United States 
Code, to authorize the waiver, in certain 
cases, of claims of the United States arising 
out of erroneous payments of pay to em- 
ployees of the executive agencies, and for 
other purposes. 


Approved October 22, 1968 


trict Numbered 1 of Klickitat County, 
Washington. 

pe Public Law 90-624 
An Act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 with respect to the definition 
of compensation for purposes of tax under 
the Railroad Retirement Tax Act, and for 
other purposes. 

TR, BR lcs aicenittcennss Public Law 90-630 
An Act to amend certain provisions of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 relating to 
distilled spirits, and for other purposes. 

TED SEO tiedcnicnnmne Public Law 90-628 
An Act to repeal certain Acts relating to 
containers for fruits and vegetables, and 
for other purposes. 

ee Public Law 90-619 
An Act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 so as to make certain changes 
to facilitate the production of wine, and 
for other purposes. 

Ws CR ikcitisaitianinninmnnien Public Law 90-629 
The Foreign Military Sales Act. 

Pe Public Law 90-618 
Gun Control Act of 1968. 

le Win scission Public Law 90-623 
An Act to amend titles 5, 10, and 37, United 
States Code, to codify recent law, and to 
improve the Code. 


ee Public Law 90-622 
An Act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 with respect to the treatment 
of income from the operation of a com- 
munications satellite. 


ls a i cicnciaiciicnrateiacecns Public Law 90-620 
An Act to enact title 44, United States 
Code, “Public Printing and Documents”, 
codifying the general and permanent laws 
relating to public printing and documents. 


pe Public Law 90-621 
An Act relating to the income tax treat- 
ment of certain statutory mergers of 
corporations. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 22, 1968—Continued 


DG ee een Private Law 90-361 
An Act for the relief of Puget Sound Ply- 
wood, Incorporated, of Tacoma, Washing- 


ee Public Law 90-626 
An act to amend the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as 
amended, to authorize the rendering of 
direct assistance to and performance of 
special services for the Inaugural Com- 
mittee. 

ee ene Public Law 90-625 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to sell to the Village of Central, 
State of New Mexico, certain lands admin- 
istered by him formerly part of the Fort 
Bayard Military Reservation, New Mexico. 


Approved October 23, 1968 

TE; 1G ncccstsmenns Public Law 90-631 
An Act to amend title 38 of the United 
States Code with respect to eligibility for, 
and the period of limitation on, educa- 
tional assistance available under part III 
of such title, and for other purposes. 


Approved October 24, 1968 


TE: QeRicccticcnaaiana Public Law 90-638 
An Act to amend the Tariff Schedules of 
the United States with respect to the rate 
of duty on certain nonmalleable iron cast- 
ings, and for other purposes. 


TERR: BOR iewciccccncets Private Law 90-362 
An Act for the relief of Sondra D. Shaw. 
WER. 10GCR. n cnccetanase Public Law 90-639 


An Act to amend the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act to increase the penalties 
for unlawful acts involving lysergic acid 
diethylamide (LSD) and other depressant 
and stimulant drugs, and for other pur- 
poses. 

FE: 1B idcincenncinnen Public Law 90-633 
An Act to amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to provide for the natural- 
ization of persons who have served in 
active-duty service in the Armed Forces of 
the United States during the Vietnam hos- 
tilities, of in other periods of military hos- 
tilities, and for other purposes. 


ps ee Public Law 90-632 
Military Justice Act of 1968. 
WER: FRRdacssscssnion Public Law 90-634 


An Act to extend and amend the Renego- 
tiation Act of 1951, and. for other purposes. 

8 S| eee Public Lay 90-635 
An Act for implementing Conventions for 
Free Admission of Professional Equipment 
and Containers, and for ATA, ECS, and 
TIR Carnets. 

ee Public Law 90-636 
An Act to extend expiring provisions under 
the Manpower Development and Training 
Act of 1962, as amended, and for other 
purposes. 

Oi GRE cccccnccausses Public Law 90-637 
Woodrow Wilson Memorial Act of 1968. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 
Released October 24, 1968 


Remarks of the President upon signing the 
Military Justice Act of 1968 (advance text). 
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